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3784 people support the reopening of the 

railway line to Wisbech with a through rail 

service from Wisbech to Cambridge 
 

 



 

Wisbech Rail Reopening Petition 
 

The Wisbech Rail Reopening Campaign petition organised by Railfuture has gathered over 3000 

supporters. 

The petition asked people to sign for "I support the reopening of the railway line to Wisbech" 

alongside a proposal to reopen the line and operate a through service from Wisbech to 

Cambridge. 

Publicity for the petition was targeted locally as it is a scheme which needs to be justified on a local 

basis, so the majority of the supporters are from the Wisbech and the surrounding area, although as 

the petition is available to sign nationally there are a number of supporters from all over the 

country. 

Leaflets were distributed to every household in Wisbech, with some leafleting of other areas who 

would benefit from the service such as Manea and March. 

 The majority of responses were via the petition website http://wisbechrail.org.uk/ but paper 

petition forms have also been distributed and signed. 

 There has been huge positive local interest, as shown by local press and media coverage and cross 

party political support at all tiers of government. 

 The following pages contain a record of everyone who has supported the scheme, some statistics 

and maps showing the geographical spread of support from the campaign, copies of the leaflets 

which were distributed, and some pages from the website and media coverage giving some 

background to the campaign. 

We urge Cambridgeshire County Council to take note of this outstanding level of support and push 

the work which they are already doing to reopen the line through to completion leading to 

Wisbech being directly connected to the railway network with a through service to Cambridge. 
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1. Petition Statistics 

 

3784 supporters in total 
 

 3205 from the on-line petition 

 537 from paper petitions 

 42 from individual responses 

 

Of the 3205 from the on-line petition 
 

 2365 from Cambridgeshire with 2223 of these from Fenland District 

 456 from Norfolk with 424 of these from King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

 

  



2. Petition Responses by Ward in Cambridgeshire and Norfolk 
 

The following records the number of responses by ward for places with 5 or more supporters per 

ward. 

383 Hill Ward Fenland District 

347 Roman Bank Ward Fenland District 

220 Waterlees Ward Fenland District 

190 Peckover Ward Fenland District 

178 Medworth Ward Fenland District 

170 Clarkson Ward Fenland District 

145 Kirkgate Ward Fenland District 

137 Emneth with Outwell Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

108 Elm and Christchurch Ward Fenland District 

104 Staithe Ward Fenland District 

91 Mershe Lande Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

89 Parson Drove and Wisbech St. Mary Ward Fenland District 

89 Manea Ward Fenland District 

66 Walton Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

55 March North Ward Fenland District 

37 March West Ward Fenland District 

36 March East Ward Fenland District 

22 Walpole Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

19 Upwell and Delph Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

12 Petersfield Ward Cambridge District 

12 Spellowfields Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

10 Ely North Ward East Cambridgeshire District 

10 Doddington Ward Fenland District 

7 Wimblington Ward Fenland District 

7 Wenneye Ward Fenland District 

7 The Mills Ward Fenland District 

7 St. Lawrence Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

7 Abbey Ward Cambridge District 



6 Papworth and Elsworth Ward South Cambridgeshire District 

6 Gaywood North Bank Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

6 Gaywood Chase Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

5 Histon and Impington Ward South Cambridgeshire District 

5 East Chesterton Ward Cambridge District 

5 Downham Old Town Ward King's Lynn and West Norfolk District 

5 Benwick Fenland District 

5 Bassenhally Ward Fenland District  



3. Map of Petition Responses 
The maps below show the support, centered on Wisbech but also from March and beyond. Support 

from March will also be important to the reopening scheme if the service from Wisbech is to go 

beyond there to Manea, Ely and into Cambridge. 

 

 



 

4. On-line Petition Responses via wisbechrail.org.uk – 3205 supporters 
 

Names and postcodes, with responses in Cambridgeshire and Norfolk County Councils also including 

the ward. 

[names redacted] 

 

5. Paper Petition Reponses – 537 supporters 
 

[names redacted] 

 

6. Individual Petition Responses – 42 supporters 
 

[names redacted] 

 

  



Appendix A – Leaflet delivered to households in Wisbech 

 



 

  



Appendix B – Leaflet delivered to households in Manea and near the station in March 

 

 



 

 

 



Appendix C – Petition at http://wisbechrail.org.uk/petition/  
 

. 
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Appendix D – Home page at http://wisbechrail.org.uk/ 
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Appendix E –Resources 
 

Twitter 
@wisbechrail  

https://twitter.com/WisbechRail 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/WisbechRail 

Website 

http://wisbechrail.org.uk/ (Home page) 

http://wisbechrail.org.uk/petition/ (Petition) 

http://wisbechrail.org.uk/news/press/ (Press) 

http://wisbechrail.org.uk/learn-more/publications/ (Publications related to Wisbechrail) 

http://wisbechrail.org.uk/resources/ (Campaign resources) 
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http://wisbechrail.org.uk/
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